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Divisions, 
West Lynn, Massachusetts ft y p e 


Manager of Engineering 
Meter and Instruments 


To create a watthour meter hav- 
ing longer life and lower mainte- 
nance costs than present models, has 
taken a tremendous amount of time 
and money. Some of the time spent 
includes 42 man-years for engineer- 
ing and drafting, 24 man-years for 
laboratory testing, 35 man-ycars on 
samples and special work for engi- 
neers, and 252 man-years on tools 


for production. 


All this effort, plus previously ac- 
cumulated knowledge, has resulted 
in the I-50 watthour meter—the 
first completely new meter in fifty 
years. Features like magnetic sus- 
pension of the moving element, 
die-cast control magnets, and poly- 
ethylene and butyl insulation con- 
tribute to the remarkable perform- 
ance of the I-50. 


For six years, we’ve been running 
test meters night and day at ten 
times normal load. Some of them 
have made as many as 75 million 
revolutions, the equivalent of 65 
years of service, yet show no signs 
of breakdown. Thet’s our answer to 
the plea for lower maintenance costs. 


VS oe A 


353 MAN-YEARS TO CREATE 
A BETTER WATTHOUR METER 
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SINGLE-PHASE WATTHOUR METER 
TYPE 1-50-85 








KILOWATTHOURS 


15 ampers 240 vom Swe 3.6 
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26 900,063 


COMBINES ACCURACY WITH 
LOW MAINTENANCE COSTS 





ELIMINATED 


Bearing maintenance 
High-pressure end bearings 


All bearing lubrication 


IMPROVED 
Stability of calibration 
Insulation 


Corrosion resistance 


SIMPLICITY OF CONSTRUCTION contributes to the accuracy, 
long life, and low maintenance costs of the I-50. This simplicity 
is the result of these new features which are each self-contained 


units: 


1. Magnetically suspended moving element to do 


ler away with bearing maintenance. 


fined 2. Simplified registers to make reading easier. 


3. Damping magnets die-cast in frame to assure 
nab calibration stability. 


4. Improved—co-ordinated—insulation to assure 
longer life. 


5. One-piece molded ‘“‘s” base to minimize corrosion. 


All these features—and more--make the I-50, both in the socket- 
and front-connected types, a completely new meter. Its produc- 
tion will, for the time being, supplement that of our regular I-30 
meter. This will result in a production increase of about 15% for 
1948. Your nearest G-E representative will be happy to supply 
more details. Or write today for Bulletin GEA-5050. Apparatus 
Dept., General Electric Company, Schenectady 5, N. Y. 
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Walker L. Cisler will have overall responsibility 






for power under the foreign aid program now being 





organized by the Economic Cooperation Administra- 
tion. C. W. DeForest will be his deputy handling the 
screening job in Paris 






... With Cisler, it’s foreign 
With REA, it’s farmer aid. REA has half a 


billion dollars in loan funds and expects to set new 





aid. 







lending and construction records in the forthcoming 





year . 


. . NSRB holds a meeting of power supply 





experts this week to study the problem of power for 
. . And in the White House, 
President Truman has signed those bills which upset 





aluminum production . 





him so much. He’s promised to send the New John- 
sonville steam plant request right back to Congress 
—soon as he can. 








Ben F Jensen, Republican Congressman from Iowa, 





is the leading aspirant for Secretary of Interior in the 





Dewey cabinet—if and when there is one. He has strong 





Congressional backing for the job, wants it, and re- 
portedly is friendly with Dewey. He knows the Depart- 
ment well from long years of trimming its budget requests 






as a member of the House Appropriations Committee. 







Few people who are not coal operators have been 
so vilified by John L. Lewis as Interior Secretary J. A. 
Krug. Yet, look at the record: Before Krug signed 
that precedent-making agreement with Lewis in May, 








1946, the miners’ hourly rate was $1. Twenty-five 
months later, it is $1.75. The Krug-Lewis agreement 
established a 5 cents per ton royalty. Today, it’s 20 
cents per ton. 












It used to be that salaries in state governments invari- 
ably were lower than those of the federal service. But 
while federal power officials in Washington have been 
unable to pierce the $10,000 ceiling which applies to most 
of them, General Manager R. M. Jefferies of South Caro- 
lina’s Santee-Cooper project has done better. He got a 


boost from $10,000 to $15,000 recently, 








Rural Electrification Administration, one of the 
most nervous agencies in Washington anyhow, is agog 
ver prospects of a Dewey administration. 






Since 
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Administrator Wickard’s 10-year term does not expire 
until July, 1955, his staff aides listen fearfully to 
rumors that Republicans plan a sweeping reorganiza- 


tion which will abolish all existing REA jobs. Of 
course, it won't happen. 


Federal Power Commission went partially out of busi- 
ness for a few hours recently. It happened when a mid- 
afternoon fire drill was called in a Washington office 
building occupied by FPC and State Department em- 
ployees. Someone got his signals switched, and many 
workers, thinking there really was a fire, did not return to 
their desks at the end of the drill. 


Don’t look for drastic changes in federal power 
policy, such as it is, during the next session of Con- 
gress. Dewey, if elected, probably will proceed slowly 
in this direction. Anyhow, the Senate will not buy 
any of the reforms proposed to date. These include 
revamping the Federal Power Act and abandonment 
of federal transmission lines as a policy step. But you 
can expect appropriations bills to get sharper pruning 
to cut down construction of federal power facilities. 


Pick-Sloan Plan development of the Missouri River 
Basin, once deemed a lesser evil than a Missouri Valley 
futhority, is beginning to generate headaches, if not 
energy, for western power companies. With the govern- 
ment planning a transmission network fanning out from 
federal dams in the area, local utilities have begun a 
drive against “competing lines” which will reach its 
peak during the next session of Congress. The utilities 
are expected to try to buy power at the bus or, if possible, 
to install their own plants and lease falling water. 


Advertising managers complain they are playing 
second fiddle to the engineers. They can’t prove their 
results with figures. The engineers can. 


Rep Hugh Scott, new Republican National Chairman, 
was the author last year of two proposed amendments of 
the Holding Company Act. The Scott bills would have per- 
mitted retention of both gas and electric properties within 
an “integrated public utility system” and exempted from 
federal jurisdiction certain intra-state holding companies. 
The bills would have stopped SEC actions against the 
Philadelphia Co. No Congressional action was taken. 









Cisler and DeForest to Control 
Power Aid Under ECA Program 


WALKER L. CISLER, executive vice-presi- 
dent of the Detroit Edison Co, has been 
named a consultant to Administrator 
Paul Hoffman of the Economic Coopera- 
tion Administration to supervise electric 
power aid programs. 

Immediately, Cisler named C. W. 
DeForest as his deputy to handle the 
work in Paris. 

This is the second assignment for the 
Cisler-DeForest team in Europe’s power 
Cisler, during the late 
years of the war and immediately there- 
after, headed the Military Government’s 
Public Utilities Section. When he re- 
turned to civilian life, he was replaced 
by DeForest, who left retirement to 
supervise utility reconstruction in areas 
controlled by American troops. 

\ second deputy to Cisler—to handle 
the Washington end of the foreign aid 
power job 


reconstruction. 


remains to be appointed. It 
that this job will not 
be a full-time assignment. 
Cisler would give no indication as to 
the identity of this deputy but indicated 
he would seek a man who is experienced 


was indicated 


necessarily 


in European power problems as well as 


a man of stature within the domestic 


power industry. 
DeForest’s job, which will be car- 
ried on under the supervision of Averell 


= 


ON THE ALERT at Des Moines as the United Light & Railways Co interconnected five of 
its six operating companies are O. A. Starcke, left, engineer of UL&R’s service company; 
Floyd A. Beaty, chief engineer of lowa Power & Light Co; Cyrus A. Leland, president of the 
utility. Looking over Beaty’s shoulder is Emil Mueller of service company. Standing is Virgil 


l:arriman, former Secretary of Com- 
merce and now head of the ECA mis- 
sion to Europe, will be to screen re- 
quests for power equipment which are 
made by members of the Committee on 
European Economic Cooperation—the 
16 Marshall Plan nations plus Western 
Germany. The hope is that the Paris 
central organization, of which DeForest 
will be the top power man, will operate 
so effectively as to forward to this coun- 
try only those power programs which 
are capable of fulfillment. 

Under the ECA set-up as described 
by Cisler, there will be a separate U. S. 
mission to each CEEC nation. Aid pro- 
grams sought by various nations will be 
presented to the U. S. 
will give them a preliminary screening. 
Then the requests for assistance will 
flow to the central organization in Paris 
which will screen them further. There- 
after, they will be transmitted to Wash- 
ington. 

Cisler expressed the hope that power 
experts would not have to be attached 
to every mission to a CEEC country. In- 
stead, he foresaw almost immediate 
transfer of power programs from the 
missions to DeForest’s group. The 
function of the Washington power office 
also will be held down, Cisler hoped. 


missions which 





Christiansen, an engineer in the Des Moines No. 2 Plant 


Primarily it will attempt to keep De. 
Forest's intimately acquainted 
with the capabilities of U. S. electrical 
manufacturers. In this way, it is hoped 
to let the DeForest organization present 
virtually finished power aid programs, 
which will not need extensive work in 
Washington. Great care will be taken, 
Cisler said, to prevent unrealistic power 
aid programs from being forwarded to 
this country. 


group 


European Experience Aid to ECA 


One advantage which the ECA power 
program will enjoy, Cisler pointed out, 
is the long experience which U. §. 
power men have had with European 
utility reconstruction. It was more than 
four years ago that the first of them 
moved into the Normandy peninsula, 
hefore the fighting was finished, to be. 
gn the rehabilitation of power systems. 
This followed experience in Italy. And 
it preceded behind _ the 
troops all the way across France and 
into Germany and the Low Countries. 
Since the fighting stopped, American 
power experts have been on the job 
steadily. As a result of all this, their 
knowledge of the capabilities and re- 


experience 


quirements of Europe’s power supply is 
considerable. 

The expectation is that decisions on 
nower equipment for CEEC nations will 
be made on much the same standards 
which governed the installation of new 
equipment in this country during the 
war. Where interconnection would do 
the work of new equipment, such a 
suggestion undoubtedly will be made. 
And while U. S. nationals have no av- 
thority to require such interconnections. 
they have the right to decide against 
specific aid requests by a CEEC nation. 

Even interconnections across national 
borders are not seen as any insuperable 
problem. Such ties have been made dur- 
ing the reconstruction period, it was 
pointed out, and the whole philosophy 
of the Marshall Plan is one of mutual 
self-help, with assistance by the United 
States. 


Con Ed Raises Pay 


Consolidated Edison Co of New 
York has granted some 26,000 of its 
employees an average wage increase of 
11 cents an hour. The award was made 
by a three-man arbitration board 0! 
which the neutral member was Prof. 
George W. Taylor, former chairman 0! 
the National War Labor Board. In 
most eases the increase is retroactive 
to Jan 1. Hourly increases wil! range 
from 714 to 12% cents. The Utility 
Workers Union of America, CIO ' 


bargaining agent for the employees. 
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Pockets Full of Money, REA Ready 
to Set Lending and Building Marks 


WitH HALF A BILLION DOLLARS in its 
loan kitty, Rural Electrification Admin- 
istration started out last week (July 1) 
to set new lending and construction 
records in fiscal 1949, The agency’s an- 
nounced goal was financing of construc- 
tion of 120,000 miles of power distribu- 
tion lines to be energized before next 
July 1. Additional lines will be under 
construction. 

Money-wise and_ construction-wise, 
REA hopes to best records established 
in fiscal 1948. During that period the 
lending agency approved loans totalling 
$313,008,860, bringing the cumulative 
total of its loans to $1,381,513,377. The 
previous peak in loan approvals was 
$289,372,487 in fiscal 1946. Borrowers 
energized some 112,000 miles of lines 
and connected 396,000 new consumers, 
according to preliminary estimates of 
the year’s activities. 

Though still talking about “growing 
shortages of power” in rural areas, REA 


officials insisted they were not contem- 
plating any significant increase in loan 
grants for construction of generating 
facilities. Increased capacity of existing 
lines and substations represent the 
greatest present need of REA-financed 
systems, they indicated. 

Administrator Claude R. Wickard es- 
timated that more than 65% of Amer- 
ican farms now have electric service, but 
“there are more than 2,000,000 unserved 
farms and several hundred thousand 
other rural establishments still without 
service.” REA borrowers aie operating 
658,000 miles of line serving 2,240,000 
consumers, he reported. 

The agency also has completed its 
annual report of energy purchased by 
REA borrowers. The document, a year 
late in its preparation, covers the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1947. It shows that 
REA systems purchased a total of 
3.082,267,051 kwhr, at a total cost of 
$26,909,545. The average cost per kwhr 


amounted to 8.7 mills, as compared with 
an average cost of 8.8 mills per kwhr in 
fiscal 1946. 

Privately-owned generating facilities 

provided 1,860,525,530 kwhr or 60.4% 
of the total energy purchased. Of this 
total, 1,697,760,828 kwhr was supplied 
by electric Utilities. Industrial plants 
furnished 10,585,133 kwhr, and REA- 
financed generating cooperatives sup- 
plied 152,179,569 kwhr. Publicly owned 
plants supplied 1,221,741,521 kwhr. 
’ The report shows that electric utility 
companies received $16,456,650 for the 
energy furnished REA borrowers at an 
average cost of 9.7 mills per kwhr. This 
continued the downward trend of the 
average cost of energy supplied by 
power companies, which was 9.9 mills 
per kwhr in fiscal 1946; 1.01 cents in 
1945; 1.05 cents in 1944 and 1943, and 
1.07 cents in 1942, 

Average cost per kwhr for energy 
purchased from industrial plants in 
fiseal 1947 was 1.23 cents; from other 
cooperatives, 1.36 cents, and from pub- 
licly owned sources, 6.8 mills. 

The report also contains a chart com- 
paring “highest and lowest rates per 
kwhr paid by REA borrowers for whole- 
sale power” during the fiscal year. 
Lowest rate quoted is the 3.1 mills per 
kwhr charged a Washington system by 
the Bonneville Power Administration 
for supply of more than 5,000,000 kwhr. 
Other bottom rates quoted are those of 
Arkansas Power & Light Co—5.4 mills 
and 5.6 mills—and Texas Public Utili- 
ties Corp—5.6 mills—for different 
classes of service. 


Proposes $36 Million 
Seattle Bond Issue 


Seattle’s City Light Superintendent 
E. R. Hoffman has proposed a $36,000,- 
000 bond issue to City Council. The 
issue would finance an expansion pro- 
gram to extend over the next three to 
five years and would virtually double 
the city’s bonded debt. 

Triple the size of any other authori- 
zation in the city’s history, the plan 
calls for immediate sale of $9,000,000 
to $10,000,000 in bonds. The program 
to be financed includes generators for 
Ross Dam, improvement of Diablo Dam, 
a new machine for the Gorge power- 


MRS. ELEANOR HAGOOD DRAKE, daughter of Benjamin A. Hagood, first president of 
South Carolina Power Co, unveils plaque honoring her father as the utility formally dedicates 
Plant Hagood. Left to right are President E. L. Godshalk; Mayor William M. Morrison of 
Charleston; G. L. Buist Rivers, Hagood’s former law partner; S$. C. McMeekin, president of 


the South Carolina Electric & Gas Co; and Mrs. Drake 


ELECTRICAL WORLD, Published weekly by McGraw-Hill Publishing Company, 
Inc. Publication Office, 99-129 North Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. RETURN 
POSTAGE GUARANTEED. Editorial and Executive Offices, 330 West 42nd St, 
New York 18, N. Y. James H. McGraw (1860-1948), Founder; James H. Mc- 
taw, Jr, President; Curtis W. McGraw, Vice-President and Treasurer; Eugene 
Duffield, Executive Assistant for Publications; Nelson Bond, Director of Adver- 
tising; Joseph A. Gerardi, Secretary; J. E. Blackburn, Jr, Director of 
Circulation. Subscription rates: Single copy 35 cents. In the United States, 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e@ July 10, 1948 


house, new facilities at the Cedar Falls 
powerhouse and a transmission line 
from Skagit to the city. Hoffman has 
sought the expansion for some time. 
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7 Westinghouse Guards 
to Vote on Staying in UE 


Westinghouse’s Cleveland Lighting Di- 
vision will vote soon on whether they 


plant guards employed at 


want to retain the United Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers, CIO, as 
bargaining agent. 

The election order stems from de- 
cisions of the National Labor Relations 
Board enlarging its views on the special 
rights given plant guards and profes- 
sional employees under the Taft-Hartley 
Act. In these two recent decisions the 
Board has made this clear that the same 
principles apply in severing a group of 
plant guards and professional em- 
ployees as apply in setting up new 
bargaining units, 

Applying this view to the Westing- 
house case, it means that if plant guards 
may not be mixed with non-guards and 
if a union of production workers may 
not be approved to bargain for guards— 
that’s what the new law says—then, by 
the same token, plant guards may vote 
to withdraw from a mixed unit and 
may also cast off a union like the UE. 

\ petition for decertification of UE 
was filed by one of the guards, Paul T. 
Grecol. The unit of guards was certi- 
fied to UE in 1945 by NLRB. but it has 
been under the plantwide UE contract. 

No matter which way the vote goes, 
UE will lose bargaining rights for the 
guards. That’s because, even if it wins, 
NLRB will simply announce the vote. It 
cannot certify UE because it admits 
production workers and its officers have 
not filed non-Communist affidavits with 
NLRB. 

The principle was applied to profes- 
sionals when NLRB ordered a decertifi- 
cation election among 271 plant engi- 
neers and 15 right-of-way agents em- 
ployed by Illinois Bell Telephone Co of 
Chicago. Since 1944, these professional 
employees have been part of a bargain- 
ing unit of 9,000 in the Illinois Bell 
plant department represented by IBEW. 

This situation differs slightly from 
that involving plant guards, because the 
T-H law does not bar the inclusion of 
professionals with non-professionals if 
the professionals approve. So, if the 
engineers and right-of-way agents vote 
against the IBEW, they will be cut off 
from the big bargaining unit and left 
without a union. If they vote for IBEW, 
there will be no change from the situa- 
tion that has existed since 1944. 


PPD to Build 15,000-Kw Plant 


Loup River Public Power District 
will build a 15,000-kw steam generating 
station at Lincoln, Neb. 





Changes in Capacity Reported to Federal Power Commission 


PLANT ADDITIONS DURING MAY 





Utility Plant Fuel Capacity (Kw) 

Public Service Co of N. H.. Sed kis as te hinankehiseehakeees H 15,000 
Citizens Utilities Co. . a esc nacs deg Ic 2,760 

adhams & WestportP &L Comp............ Wadhams, N, Y......... Ic 120 
Bushnell Municipal Electric L & P Utility Bushnell, ia ea ran vide Ic 980 
Mascoutah Munic oy Light & rested Plant... .. A i 6c 06a 600.00 Ss 1,000 
Consumers Power Co (Mich.).. . . [a LS Meet On rkiine cons Ss 50,000 
Cliffs Power & Light Co.. Sib woekns eae) EE cscepichocckes Ic 3,000 
Rural Co-op Power Association.............. Havick, Minn.............4--- Ic 3,200 
lnterstete ae a ae eae Winnebago, Minn............. Ic 2,000 

Northern States om Co. es Whitney (St. Can Minn.)..... Ss 12,500 
Story City Light Dept............... Story City, sic Scaapecss IC 536 
Cascade Municipal E Plectiic Plant. IID sv ivccce cn vesies Ic 300 
Whiting Light & Power P ee DOWD. ois sic cc nncccess Ic 200 
lowa Public Service Co. Rice tee RS nea swe Ceds.e bo euemwe Ic 1,136 
City of La Plata......... SOIR. 5 5.25 sos cvease ec Ic 200 
Kennett Municipel Light & IME oc scx’, sie ov. . Saenanibasc Ic 1,400 
ee | ere re dsc eae nes es ee eee Ic 2,000 
Otter Tail Power Co.. hw ca ween cn keeyies Ic 1,000 
Holdrege Municipal Light & Water.. Sere Ic 517 
Western Light & Telephone C °. Great Bend, Kan............... Ic 1,000 
Spiro Light & Power Plant. . Ns oie Ckpek neve man Ic 250 
Duke Power Co.... CTE nd n-bscav ces cosas Ss 65,000 
Texas Electric Service Co.... I rng kc a anes ecaees Ic 2,272 
Texas Power & Light Co.. Brownwood #1..............- Ic 2,500 
Texas Power & Light Co. . IE TE ccc sicescncsicces Ic 2,500 
Texas Power & Light Co... PE OE ccc's cise cee ue Ic 975 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co......... PEI ooo 66's ce de cccweess Ss 60,000 

PLANT RETIREMENTS DURING MAY 

Oswegatchie Light & Power Co (N. Y. ¥.). St Se Oe haisela.s H 400 
peter sara Board of Public Affiars . 5 ee Di cece ckasehes Ss 2,000 

Northern States Power Co. ct EMG as so ves visieeaea’ Ss 250 
Whiting Light & Power Plant. SO eer Ic 200 
Interstate Power Co. Prairie Du Chien, Wis.......... Ic 2,000 
Kansas Power & Light C ee INS insti as oa he fain biaone.s H 120 
Consumers Public Power District. . | a ee H 192 


H—Hydro, |C—Iinternal Combustion, S—Stea 
United States Capacity as of 
1,456,083 kw; Total, 53,834,001 kw. 


June ‘Sen, 37,027,329 kw; Hydro, 15,350,589 kw; Internal Combustion, 





IBEW Wins 5 More 
Duquesne Light Groups 


The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, AFL, just about 
completed its “take-over” of the Inde- 
pendent Association at Duquesne Light 
Co last week (June 30). 

In a second NLRB election, IBEW 
won five of seven elections held to de- 
termine a bargaining agent for various 
sub-groups of employees.  FEarlier, 
IBEW had captured the largest of nine 
groups which held bargaining con- 
tracts with Duquesne. In that first elec- 
tion, hourly workers of Duquesne chose 
the IBEW, while a much smaller 
group of construction workers chose 
the Utility Workers Union, CIO. 

The remaining groups, which last 
week chose IBEW, are General Depart- 
ments, Philadelphia Co, with 750 vot- 
ing, 908 eligible; Duquesne clerical 
employees, 300 voting, 361 eligible; 
Equitable Auto Co, 202 voting, 228 
eligible; Allegheny County Steam 
Heating Co, 54 voting, 60 eligible; 
Equitable Auto Co clerical employees, 
10 voting, 11 eligible. 

Those who chose the UWU-CIO, were 
Equitable Gas Co, telephone depart- 
ment, 63 voting, 73 eligible; and Equi- 
table Real Estate Co, 63 voting 68 
eligible. 

In all, Duquesne held nine contracts 


July 10, 


with its Independent Association of 
Employees of Duquesne Light and 
Affiliated Companies. Independent was 
not on any of the NLRB ballots since 
its officers had failed to file the non- 
Communist affidavits required before a 


union may be recognized by NLRB. 
President George Mueller, of Inde- 


pendent, had been trying to take it into 


the UWU. 


PEA Customer ‘Good-Will’ 
Meetings to Be Resumed 


Customer Relations Conferences, 
sponsored by the Pennsylvania Electric 
Association, will be resumed in the fall. 
This announcement was made recently 
by A. B. Millar, managing director of 
the association. He also revealed that 
over 700 public contact employees of 
member companies had attended the 
four meetings held this past spring. 

The conferences are under the direc- 
tion of the Customer Contact Committee 
of PEA’s Business Development Section. 
The committee members conduct the 
same program at various cities in order 
to enable employees to attend with mini- 
mum loss of time. 

Employees are taught the best way 
to deal with customers in order to se 
cure their good will. Basis for the 
conferences is a booklet, “The Customer 
Relations Digest.” 
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LAKE CATHERINE PLANT of the Arkansas Power & Light Co as it is today. Small build- 
ing at left is condenser water intake building. Intake pipes can be seen in the foreground, 
ready to be floated out into Lake Catherine and then sunk 


NSRB Calis Experts to Discuss 
Power for Producing Aluminum 


Power suPPLY for the production of 
aluminum was to be studied this week 
(July 9) by a group of experts called 
together by the National Security Re- 
sources Board. It was not known 
whether the study would concern long 
or short-term power supply. 

The limited rearmament program on 
which the nation has embarked has 
emphasized the electric power capac- 
ity situation. This has been particu- 
larly true as far as power supply for 
aluminum is concerned since, so far, 
much of the rearmament has been con- 
centrated in expansion of aerial 
strength. These facts led to specula- 
tion that this week’s meeting would be 
more concerned with short-term power 
than with long-term power supply. 

Presently, it was learned, 16 major 
aluminum potlines are idle in the 
United States. Others—older equip- 
ment which would not ordinarily be 
operated—may be idle as well, Evec- 
TRICAL Wortp was told. Of the 16 
major lines idle, eight are in California, 
with five in a Los Angeles plant and 
three in a plant near San Francisco. 
Two of four in the Jones Mills plant 
at Lake Catherine, Ark., are idle, and 
three each in plants in New Jersey 
and upstate New York also are shut- 
down. All these are government-owned 
plants. 
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With the exception of the two idle 
potlines at Jones Mills, it was asserted, 
sufficient power could be had to oper- 
ate all the idle lines. But it was pointed 
out that in every case, the power would 
be high-cost, incremental steam-gener- 
ated energy which could not be used if 
the aluminum produced were to sell at 
its present 16-cent price. 

The NSRB meeting this week was 
to pay special attention to the North- 
west, Southeast, and Southwest. In the 
Northwest, it was learned, all alumi- 
num plants are operating with the ex- 
ception of that at Troutdale, which was 
shut down temporarily to avoid major 
damage from the Columbia River flood. 
Power for full operation of all plants 
in the Pacific Northwest is already a 
part of the region’s load. The problem 
there is not finding power for aluminum 
but of insuring continuity of the sup- 
ply now allocated to light metals. 

With aluminum selling at 16 cents, 
power cost would have to be 3 mills per 
kwhr, it The energy 
available in California, New York or 
New Jersey would cost 6 to 7 mills per 
kwhr. On this basis, ELEecTRICAL 
Wor. was told, the aluminum problem 
today is not where to get the facilities 
for making it or the power to operate 
the facilities. Rather, the problem is: 
How much money is anyone willing 


was asserted. 


to pay for the aluminum which could 
be made from existing plants; powered 
by existing energy sources? 

In Arkansas’ Jones Mills plant, two 
of four potlines are operating now on 
engine-generated power. A steam plant 
to serve this aluminum load is under 
construction by the Arkansas Power & 
Light Co, scheduled for operation at 
the end of 1949 or very early in 1950. 
Until it goes on the line, experts find it 
hard to imagine where power can be 
found to operate the two idle Jones 
Mills potlines. 


Union Electric Co Signs 
2-Year Pact With Union 


Union Electric Co of Missouri and the 
Operating Engineers Union, AFL, this 
week (July 6) signed a two-year con- 
tract as of July 1. The signing averted 
a strike scheduled for midnight July 
ll, after it had been postponed from 
July 6. 

In the contract, the union accepted 
wage increases of from 9 to 15 cents an 
hour with an average increase of 11% 
cents. This was the raise accepted in 
April by the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, AFL. It was also 
the increase that union leaders advised 
the workers to take when first offered. 
However, the men voted a strike in- 
stead. 

The contract may be reopened on 
April 1, 1949, for discussion of the 
wage clauses. Other clauses liberalize 
the utility’s pension plan and provide 
for voluntary negotiations on job in- 
equities. 


Ontario Hydro Will Erect 
Steam Plant on Detroit R 


One of the largest hydro systems in 
the world, the Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission of Ontario, has announced 
that it will build a thermal power plant. 
Capacity is to be 320,000 hp. The first 
installation will consist of two 80,000-hp 
generators. Cost of this installation is 
estimated at $21,000,000. 

The plant is to be located on the out- 
skirts of Windsor and will be on the 
Detroit River opposite territory served 
by the Detroit Edison Co. This location 
will make an interconnection with the 
American utility a simple matter. Coal 
will be secured by boat from the United 
States. 

Since the plant will operate at 60 
cycles, its operation may be delayed 
until the Windsor area is converted from 
25 cycles. This may take about four 
years. 





Truman Signs Appropriation Bills 
but Blasts Congress’ Power Stand 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN sharply assailed 
Congress last week (June 30) for its 
anti-administration stand on issues in- 
volving national power policy. At the 
same time, he promised to renew the 
fight for funds for a new Tennessee 
Valley Authority steam generating plant 
“at the first opportunity.” 

The attack on Congress came in state- 
ments released by the President after 
he had signed appropriation bills con- 
taining funds for fiscal 1949 activities 
of the Interior Department and TVA. 
There had been unofficial reports that a 
veto of the Interior Bill was being given 
serious consideration at the White 
House. 

Acceptance of the bill containing 
TVA funds, from which the House 
eliminated a budget item of $4,000,000 
to start construction of the steam plant 
at New Johnsonville, Tenn., was a fore- 
gone conclusion. In addition, it was no 
secret that funds for the plant would be 
requested in the fiscal 1950 budget for 
TVA. 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
November elections, the Truman Ad- 
ministration will prepare the 1950 fed- 
eral budget. which will go to Congress 
All federal agen- 
cies are now working up their budget 


early next January. 


requests. 

Truman’s principal objection to the 
Interior Bill was directed at a rider for- 
bidding salary payments after Jan 31, 


1949, to a commissioner, assistant com- 
missioner, or regional director of the 
Reclamation Bureau who is not an egi- 
neer. Practical effect of this proviso is 
to insure the dismissal of Reclamation 
Commissioner Michael Straus and Re- 
gional Director Richard Boke, neither 
of whom is an engineer. Straus, at 
least, would have faced possible re- 
moval with the advent of a new adminis- 
tration on Jan 20, since he is a presi- 
dential appointee without definite term 
of office. Regional directors, however, 
are classified employees protected by 
civil service regulations. They are ap- 
pointed by the Interior Secretary. 

Had it been possible to veto the In- 
terior Bill “without bringing the vital 
work of the department to a standstill,” 
Truman asserted, he would have done 
so because of the Straus-Boke ouster. 
It was designed, he charged, to remove 
two men “who have supported the pub- 
lic power policy of the government and 
the 160-acre law,” in opposition to 
“special interests desirous of monopoliz- 
ing the rich farm lands of the West and 
intent upon stopping the construction of 
transmission lines for the delivery of 
power from federal dams.” 

“This type of legislation does great 
harm to our democratic principles.” the 
President added. “It is contrary to the 
spirit, if not the letter, of those provi- 
sions of the Constitution which guar- 
antee the separation of legislative and 





STRATOVISION, the “big area” coverage system of television, had its successful public 
demonstration recently. A modified B-29 circled at 25,000 ft over an area near Pittsburgh. 
The plane received telecasts of the Republican convention from a Baltimore television station 
and recast them over an area, 525 miles in diameter. Stratovision is a development of the 


Westinghouse Electric Corp and Glenn L. Martin engineers. 
allocation, Westinghouse plans to install the first regular stratovision station. 


lf the FCC grants a channel 
It is esti- 


mated that eight such stations could span the nation 
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executive functions and afford protec- 
tion against bills of attainder. This 
type of action subjects federal officials 
to the risk of being legislated out of 
office if they incur the wrath of special 
interests as a result of vigorous enforce- 
ment of the law.” 

In addition, the President assailed 
the bill on the grounds that it: (1) 
would delay reclamation work and 
other activities because it contained 
$69,000,000 less than he had requested 
in his budget, (2) embodied a Con- 
gressional “attack on the national pub- 
lic power policy.” 

As to the first of these charges, politi- 
cal observers noted that the $251,500.- 
000 voted by Congress for the Reclama- 
tion Bureau included $229,984,000 for 
actual construction. This would give 
the Bureau the largest construction pro- 
gram in its 46-year history. 


Attacks by Congress Described 


The “attack” on public power policy, 
the President said, consisted of such 
Congressional actions as prohibiting use 
of any funds for the Canyon Ferry, 
Mont., project for construction of power 
facilities, elimination of funds for a 
“west-side” transmission line from 
Shasta Dam in California’s Central Val- 
ley, language in committee reports ex- 
pressing dissatisfaction with the Bu- 
reau’s policy of applying interest col- 
lected on the power investment in 
Reclamation projects to pay off part of 
the irrigation costs. 

He termed the refusal of Congress to 
include New Johnsonville steam plant 
funds in the TVA appropriation an 
omission with a 
and, alternately, a “bad,” “foolish” and 
“reckless and irresponsible decision.” 

“This is a bad decision when the wel- 


“grave consequences, 


fare of the people is considered,” he 
asserted. “They need the power for 
their comfort and their prosperity. It 
is a foolish decision when the protection 
of the Government investment is con- 
sidered, for the TVA system would be 
far less sound, from the engineering 
and financial viewpoint. without this 
steam plant. It is a reckless and irre- 
sponsible decision when the security of 
the nation may be adversely affected. 
“At the first opportunity. I shall 
again urge that the Congress appro- 
priate funds so this proposed plant may 
be promptly constructed in order to re- 
move a serious barrier to the continued 
effective, economical, and successful op- 
eration of the TVA power system.” 


2 Cities Vote Franchises 


Public Service Co of Oklahoma has 
been voted 25-year franchises at Gotebo 
and Alex. 
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It’s OK to Be Wrong 
if You Don’t Mean It 


A union organizer in a plant is pro- 
tected by the Taft-Hartley Labor Law 
against dismissal for spreading false 
wage information if it was done without 
malice and “without deliberate inten- 
tion to falsify.” 

This interpretation of both the Wag- 
ner Act and its successor, the Taft- 
Hartley law, is given by the National 
Labor Relations Board in a decision 
against Westinghouse Electric Corp. 

NLRB directed Westinghouse to reim- 
burse an employee, Doyt Fouty, for 
wages lost from the time of his dis- 
missal in December 1945, until he norm- 
ally would have been laid off when 
Westinghouse closed its temporary war- 
time plant at Ansonia, O., in the fall of 
1946. 

Reversing its trial examiner, NLRB 
found that Westinghouse discharged 
Fouty for union activity since the wage 
talk among the workers was closely 
associated to the organization drive be- 
ing conducted by the CIO Electrical 
Workers. The Ansonia plant was op- 
erated for less than two years as a 
branch for coil winding of Westing- 
house Lima plant, 60 miles away. It 
was done at the suggestion of the War 
Manpower Commission for manpower 
reasons. 

Fouty spread word among the An- 
sonia workers that they were getting a 
lower hourly rate than was paid at 
Lima. While this was not true, NLRB 
said there was some basis for it because 
incentive bonuses earned at Lima were 
generally higher than those earned by 
less experienced workers at Ansonia. 

“Employees do not forfeit the pro- 
tection of the Act if, in discussing a 
matter of such vital common concern 
as wages, they give currency to inaccu- 
rate or incomplete information,” NLRB 
said in its decision. 


Seattle Contractors Win; 
Anti-Trust Suit Dismissed 


Declaring the charge “was worded in 
language so general it didn’t fully ad- 
vise the defendants of the charges 
against them,” District Judge Lloyd 
Black at Seattle dismissed a federal 
anti-trust indictment brought against the 
Seattle Electrical Contractors 
ation. (EW, Jan 31, p 39). 

The indictment had charged the as- 
sociation and some of its members 
“conspired to fix non-competitive prices 
and set profits in bids.” Judge Black 
Said the indictment did not allege 
enough specific facts to constitute a 
cause of action. 


Associ- 
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Utilities Serving 300,000 Customers 


(Based on figures in 1948 McGraw Central Station Directory) 


1. Consolidated Edison Co, New York, N. Y. 

2. Pacific Gas & Electric Co, San Francisco, Calif. 
Public Service Electric & Gas Co, Newark, N. J. 
Commonwealth Edison Co, Chicago, Ill. 

5. Detroit Edison Co, Detroit, Mich. 


. Philadelphia Electric Co, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Southern California Edison Co, Los Angeles, Calif 
. Los Angeles Dept of Water & Power, Los Angeles, Calif. 
. Consumers Power Co, Jackson, Mich. 

Pennsylvania Power & Light Co, Allentown, Pa. 


Boston Edison Co, Boston, Mass. 

Northern States Power Co, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Duke Power Co, Charlotte, N. C. 

Union Electric Co of Missouri, St. Louis, Mo. 
15. Virginia Electric & Power Co, Richmond, Va. 


16. Duquesne Light Co, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co, Cleveland, O. 
18. Public Service Co of Northern Illinois, Chicago, Ill. 
19. Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & Power Co, Baltimore 


20. Ohio Power Co, Canton, O. 


21. Georgia Power Co, Atlanta, Ga. 

22. New York State Electric & Gas Corp, Ithaca, N. Y. 
23. Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp, Buffalo, N. Y. 

24. Appalachian Electric Power Co, Roanoke, Va. 
25. Pennsylvania Electric Co, Johnstown, Pa. 


First Planned Lighting 
Competition Announced 


The first Annual Planned Lighting 
Awards have been announced by the 
Edison Electric Institute and the Better 
Light Better Sight Bureau. The awards 
are for electric utility companies and 
their personnel who achieve outstanding 
success in promotion of Planned Light- 
ing installations. 

Awards will be made for successful 
Planned Lighting promotional programs 
sponsored by utilities during the twelve- 
month period ending Mar 1, 1949. A 
total of $1,400 in cash prizes, with cer- 
tificates of merit and a plaque, will be 
presented. 

Competition will be in three lighting 
fields, residential, commercial, and in- 
dustrial. Prizes of $200 and $100 will 
be offered in each division. An engraved 
bronze plaque and $500 will go to the 
company with the best program in all 
three markets combined. 

Judges will place special emphasis 
upon educational activities designed to 
teach Better Light Better Sight princi- 
ples; sales promotion and selling of 
Planned Lighting installations, includ- 
ing sales techniques, engineering and 
layout services, and sales training. Co- 


2,627,958 
1,137,398 
1,088,872 
1,084,531 

865,313 


832,946 
780,967 
633,303 
575,700 
479,850 


453,787 
439,162 
416,000 
396,972 
390,290 


389,780 
388,201 
364,976 
364,764 
354,968 


354,450 
331,681 
330,017 
329,733 
306.500 


operative activities with local contrac- 
tors, retailers, and electrical leagues will 
also be considered, as will methods used 
for consumer promotion, such as adver- 
tising, model installations, exhibits, and 
other sales practices. 

Entries must be received by EEI be- 


fore Apr 15, 1949. 


2 New Mexico Utilities 
May Transfer Ownership 


Transfer of ownership of two small 
utilities has been approved by the New 
Mexico Public Service Commission. The 
Pecos Light & Power Co, formerly 
owned by individuals, was granted per- 
mission to transfer ownership to the 
newly-formed Pecos Light & Power Co, 
Inc. The firm was granted authority to 
extend its electric lines from Pecos to 
Glorieta and Canoncito, where it will 
connect with lines of the Public Service 
Co of New Mexico. 

Permission was granted the Duncan 
Power & Light Co of Prima, Ariz., to 
transfer all its stock and bonds to the 
Duncan Valley Electrical Co-operative, 
Inc. The utility serves an area in eastern 


Arizona and Virden, N. M. 
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TAILRACE for Lower Malad Plant of Idaho Power Co is excavated. The 13,500-kw plant 
will replace a 4,000-kw installation. The plant is one of several being built on Snake River 





Niagara Hudson Tells 
of Fifth New Turbine 


Expansion of Niagara Hudson Power 
Corp’s steam-electric generating facili- 
ties at Oswego to a four-unit station 
with a capacity of 360,000 kw was 
announced by President Earle J. 
Machold. 

The new machine will be the fifth 
90,000 kw unit under simultaneous con- 
struction in the Niagara Hudson system. 
It is scheduled to go into operation in 
the fall of 1951. 

One 90,000 kw unit already is under 
construction at Oswego; another is 
under construction at the Huntley sta- 
tion of Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp 
and two units of a projected four-unit 
station are being built at Dunkirk. 

The five units constitute one of the 
largest power developments under con- 
struction in the country. They are a 
part of a $125,000,000 five-year con- 
struction program. 


NYSE&G Announces New 
hAachine for Westover 


Plans for construction of an addi- 
tion and the installation of a 100,000 hp 
turbine-generator at the Westover 
plant of the New York State Electric 
& Gas Corp were announced recently 
at Binghamton. 

William H. McElwain, Binghamton 
division manager, said the expansion 
program will increase the capacity of 
the Westover station to 230,000 hp. 

The new machine will be the largest 
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single unit in the company’s system. 
It will operate at steam pressures and 
temperatures among the highest in 
utility service. 


National Conference Will 
Run Lighting Competition 


The Planned Lighting Merit Award 
Competition will again be a feature of 
the National Lighting Exposition and 
Conference to be held Mar 29-Apr 1, 
1949, at Chicago. Sponsor will be the 
Industrial and Commercial Lighting 
Equipment committee of NEMA. 

There will be Gold Seal Merit Awards 
of $100 each to designers, planners, and 
producers of the most meritorious in- 
stallations in industrial and commercial 
lighting. There will be separate com- 
petitions for these five groups: electrical 
contractors, utility lighting representa- 
tives, architects and consulting engi- 
neers, wholesaler lighting specialists 
and salesmen, and users of commercial 
and industrial lighting. 

Final date for entries will be Jan 15, 
1949. All inquiries or applications for 
official rules should be sent to the Ex- 
position Operating Committee, 326 West 
Madison St, Chicago 6, III. 


PUD Rates in Vancouver 
Clark County PUD placed all cus- 


tomers in Vancouver, Wash, on the 
PUD rate as meter reading routes of 
the former Pacific Power & Light sys- 
tem and the district were combined. 





SEC RULINGS 





QueEENS Boroucu Gas & ELectric Co, a 
subsidiary of Long Island Lighting Co, has 
been authorized to issue and sell for cash 
at face amount to a commercial bank a 
seven-months unsecured promissory note 
having a face amount of $400,000 which 
will bear interest at the rate of 2}% per 
annum. The proceeds of the sale are to be 
used to repay an outstanding note in the 
same amount. (Release No. 8289). 


Brockton Epison Co, a subsidiary of 
Eastern Utilities Associates, a registered 
holding company, has been authorized to 
issue, in accordance with a time schedule 
set forth in its application filed with SEC, 
but not later than Oct 25, 1948, unsecured 
promissory notes in an aggregate amount 
not in excess of $850,000. Such notes will 
bear an interest rate of 23% per annum and 
will have a maturity date of April 15, 1951. 
Brockton further proposes that the total 
amount of unsecured promissory notes to be 
issued during the period from April 15, 
1948 to and including Oct 25, 1948 will be 
reduced by an amount equal to the amount 
of permanent financing that is done by 
Brockton during the indicated period. 
Brockton has entered into a credit agree- 
ment with the Chase National Bank of the 
City of New York under which it agrees 
to borrow and Chase National agrees to 
lend in accordance with a schedule of bor- 
rowing set forth therein up to a maximum 
amount of $1,700,000 prior to April 16, 
1950. (Release No. 8302). 


Kincsport Utiities, INc, Kingsport, 
Tenn., has received authorizatien to issue 
and sell to its parent, the American Gas & 
Electric Co, from time to time, 100,000 
additional shares of no par value common 
stock for $15 a share. Kingsport will use 
the proceeds to pay off $50,000 of advances 
from its parent and to finance in part a 
construction program. (Release No. 8294). 


ArtLeporo STEAM & Exectric Co and 
the Norton Power & Electric Co, Attleboro, 
Mass., both subsidiaries of the New Eng- 
land Electric System, have been authorized 
to merge. Attleboro will be the surviving 
company and it will issue 4,420 shares of 
its $25 par value capital stock in exchange 
for 1,105 shares of Norton’s $100 par value 
capital stock now owned by New England 
Electric. In addition, Attleboro will issue 
and sell 10,000 additional shares of its 
stock to New England Electric at $45 a 
share. Attleboro will use the proceeds to 
pay bank notes of $200,000; a $210,000 
loan by New England Electric and a 
$40,000 loan made by New England Elec- 
tric to Norton. (Release No. 8299). 


Permit Non-Metallic Wiring 


City Council in Austin, Tex., has 
amended the electrical ordinance to per- 
mit the use of non-metallic wiring in 
houses and garages. According to elec- 
trical contractors, this will result in 4 
50% saving in wiring costs to home 
builders. 
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Cleveland Electric Asks 
15% Cut in Power Load 


Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co 
has appealed to 350 of its large light 
and power users to reduce power load 
by 15% beginning Sept 1. The request 
followed a comprehensive survey and 
forecast of power loads and power sup- 
ply for the Cleveland-Northeast Ohio 
area for the period, Sept 1 to May 1, 
1949, 

During these months, users having a 
demand of 200 kw or over are asked to 
make the reduction by shifting part of 
their operations from the critical 8 AM 
to 8 PM period to the remainder of the 
day or to Saturdays and Sundays. 


Promises by Utility 


On its part, the utility promises to: 

1. Shift use of power for operation 
and maintenance in its own plants to 
off-peak periods. 

2. Reduce loads of two of its largest 
industrial customers, whenever neces- 
sary, on instant notice as provided in 
present agreements. 

3. Reduce system voltage to the ex- 
tent practicable. 

CEICO increased capacity of its 
power plants by 200,000-kw, or 33%, 
during the war. It has an additional 
330,000 kw on order. The first of these 
units, 90,000 kw, is expected to end the 
critical period when it goes into opera- 
tion next May. This unit is to be fol- 
lowed within a few months by another 
of the same size. Two 75,000-kw units 
are to be ready in 1950 and 1951. 


AEC Stays for 2 Years 


President Truman has signed the bill 
extending for two years the terms of the 
present members of the Atomic Energy 
Commission. In signing it, the President 
assailed Congress for its action. The 
President had desired to appoint David 
E. Lilienthal for a term of five years and 
the other four for terms of one to four 
years as provided in the Atomic Energy 


Act 


Fenton Gets PUAA Post 


Raymond W. Fenton, assistant adver- 
tising manager, Peoples Gas Light & 
Coke Co, has taken charge of the Ad- 
vertising Exchange of the Public Utili- 
ties Advertising Association. He suc- 
ceeds C. Fred Westin, Public Service 
Electric & Gas Co, Newark, who has 
been made editor of the “PUAA Bul- 
letin.” Fenton’s address is 122 S. 
Michigan Ave, Chicago, Il. 
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Rearmament Aimed at Red Men Not Reds 


“Confidentially,” ArputT whispered 
one day after the paper had gone to 
bed, “all this rearmament isn’t aimed 
at the Russians at all. It’s aimed at the 
American Indian, instead.” 

Aimed at the Indians? Someone 
wondered Washington 
setting out to avenge Custer all over 
again. 

“Tt’s not that,” ARPUT 
these government dams. In 
two tribes are suing to halt construc- 
tion of McNary \ few 
back, we ran a photo of some red man 
unhappy as Cap Krug signed a contract 
which lets Garrison Dam flood 155,000 
acres of an Indian reservation.” 

ArPuT paused to put out a peace 
pipe. 

“The other day, some 
hold of an Interior Department pros- 
pectus of new power developments. 
After one look at all those new power 


whether was 


said. “It’s 
Oregon, 


Dam. weeks 


Indians got 


dams, they held a council of war. They 
decided that if Interior builds 
dam it wants to, all land west of the 
Hudson will be flooded. Then the 
Indians would have to move back to 
New York.” This would get even an 
Indian down—down just like last week’s 
output. 


every 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 


1948 1947 1946 
July 3 5,166 July 5 4,190 July 6 3,741 
June 26 5,257 June 28 4,675 June 29 4,133 
June 19 5,159 June 21 4,676 June 22 4,129 
June 12 5,132 June 14 4,702 June 15 4,030 
June 5 4,845 June 7 4,635 June 8 3,920 
May 29 5,076 May 31 4,429 June 1 3,741 
May 22. 5,085 May 24 4,663 May 25 3,942 
May 15 5,109 May 17 4,616 May 18 3,939 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


July3 June26 June 19 

New England +-42.7 + 9, + 9.4 
Mid-Atlantic +19.8 +10.4 + 8.4 
Central Industrial +28.1 +13.4 410.7 
West Central +25.3 +16.4 +14.3 
Southern States +23.8 +17.0 +16.1 
Rocky Mountain + 7.8 + 7.3 + 8.1 
Pacific Coast . +16.6 + 6.8 + 2.0 
Total United States +23.3 +12.4 10.3 
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IN THE INDUSTRY 


RICHARD N. LARKIN 





TWO WEEKS AGO, this space was devoted to an exposi- 
tion of some improper conduct with regard to power 
supply by the National Security Resources Board. Re- 
grettably, the two points made then are not the only ones 
to be made. These others exist: 

1. NSRB, with one set of facts, told two different 
stories on TVA’s New. Johnsonville steam plant in four 
days. 

On May 20, NSRB Chairman Arthur Hill issued a 
statement based on a survey of power demands and 
capacity which had been prepared for NSRB by a compe- 
tent committee. That handout said the only problem 
area in the winter of 1951 would be the Pacific Northwest. 
That’s precisely what the NSRB power survey said. 

On May 24, in a letter to President Truman, Hill said 
the Southeast would experience a “critical (power) situ- 
ation” froni 1948 “through 1951.” By this chronology, 
then, the Southeast’s power supply went to pot in four 
days. That’s a short time in which to change a regional 
power supply outlook from one which would “appear to 
be comfortable,” to quote the NSRB survey, into one 
which is “critical,” to quote Hill’s letter to Truman. 

2. Hill either cited unqualified authorities to the Presi- 
dent or “used” the committee members to bolster a 
statement they did not make and would not have made. 

“While other steam facilities might be constructed out- 
side of TVA’s operating area,” Hill wrote Mr. Truman, 
“the New Johnsonville project would, IN OUR OPIN- 
ION, provide a better solution to the power supply prob- 
lem from the standpoint of location, fuel supply, coordi- 
nation with existing hydro and minimum transmission 
to load centers.” 

In exactly whose opinion? That phase could refer 
only to two groups: (a) Hill and the seven Cabinet 
members who make up NSRB; or (b) NSRB’s power 
experts, including those who did the capacity survey. 
But the opinion of Hill and any seven Cabinet members 
on such an abstruse technical question as steam plant 
So the 
phrase “in our opinion” must have meant that of the 
power experts advising NSRB. If so, Hill is really 
off base. 


location could mean absolutely nothing at all. 


You see, the survey committee reached no such “better 
solution” conclusion. In fact, no comparative studies of 
New Johnsonville and other locations were made at all. 
Data generally available point in exactly the opposite 
direction. So Hill’s May 24 letter either quoted opinions 
which have no value, or it implied that the survey com- 
mittee agreed with this conclusion. 

Well then, here we have four major violations by 
NSRB of the impartial, factual methods which the Office 


of War Utilities used to determine all its controversies, 


20 


including many which needed hairline decisions and 
which were obscured by bitter partisanship. Actually, 
NSRB’s handling of the New Johnsonville issue can be 
and is being criticized on a number of other points. 

If NSRB doesn’t know it, OWU did one of wartime 
This it could do only be- 


cause it could convince two violently opposed groups— 


Washington’s better jobs. 


which just had to work together if anything were to be 


accomplished—that it did a competent, honest job. If 
NSRB would do likewise, it has a lot to learn. 





TECHNICAL TRENDS 


ARCHER E. KNOWLTON 


Oxygen rather than air for combustion is not now 
feasible but evolution of its generation by the synthetic 
gasoline industry may bring the cost down to attractive 
levels. 


Sloping-grate furnace bottoms could be the answer to 
reburning of semi-combustible bituminous  stack-dust. 
The combination works with pulverized anthracite with 
significant gain in efficiency. 


Stack-dust is a prolific source of silica. To help keep 
turbine blades clean it is well to see that it is not 
breathed into condensate roof tanks. 


Short-circuit magnitudes are held down in a direct- 
distribution power plant by tapping the alternators into 
the center of a reactor at the midpoint of a feeder bus. 


Higher-voltage generation is one solution for the lead- 
out problem. The British and South Africans have used 
22 and 33 kv with less excuse from the output standpoint. 


Current transformers of the bar type can incur errors 
if mounted so that screening and clamping arrangements 
form undesirable closed circuits. 


Insulating oil resistance is about inversely proportional 
to power factor. A British engineer suggests reasonable 
dependence on a 5000-volt megohm test as an index of 
condition. 


Climbing iron gaffs can be recondtioned but accidents 
have indicated the operation weakens the metal. Economy 
and safety alike suggest a degaffable and regaffable iron. 


Distribution parts to the tune of 1500 different over- 
head and 2000 underground items are not uncommon 
storeroom setups. Keeping the stocks up-to-date, adequate 
and in good condition is an important adjunct to success 
ful maintenance operations over the system. 
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New Analysis Indicates 
Strong Potential Market 


A vigorous demand for refrigerators 
and other major appliances for several 
years is indicated by a new analysis 
of the potential market. 

The rise in national income, together 
with subnormal production in recent 
years, have created a backlog which is 
estimated by Dr Courtney Pitt, econ- 
omist of the Philco Corp, at 6,595,000 
refrigerators. This figure does not take 
into account replacement demand aris- 
ing from obsolescence of the country’s 
23,000,000 refrigerators, more than 11,- 
000,000 of which are over 10 years old. 

Dr Pitt has based his arrival at the 
6,595,000 figure on the following fac- 
tors: 

1. Of the nation’s 33,000,000 homes, 
10,000,000 are not equipped with re- 
frigerators. Of the latter, 5,000,000 
have become potential buyers of re- 
frigerators, owing to the rise in family 
incomes. 
new homes this 
year will require 900,000 refrigerators. 


2. Construction of 


3. Rural electrification will increase 
the demand by 695,000 refrigerators. 

In addition, Dr Pitt states, of the 
11,000,000 refrigerators that are over 
10 years old, it may be assumed that 
one-half, or 5,500,000, are ready to be 
replaced. 

The total potential demand is thus 
6,595,000 plus 5,500,000 or 12,095,000 
units. As against this total, production 
last year was only 3,800,000 units, and 
the total for this year may not go much 
above 4,000,000 units. 


Reynolds Metals Co Seeks 
to Extend Plant Leases 
Metals Co is 


lor longer leases on 
plants, the War 
has revealed. 

lhese plants are the Hurricane Creek 
\lumina plant near Bauxite, Ark., the 
Jones mill-reduction plant near Mal- 
Ark., the Troutdale reduction 
plant in Oregon and the McCook, IIl.. 
sheet mill. 


Reynolds negotiating 
four aluminum 


Assets Administration 


vern 


Reynolds now is operating all four 
plants under five-year leases with option 
fo renew for two years. 
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Insulating Materials Sales 
Advance 13% in March 


Sales billed on electrical insulating 
materials during the month of March 
1948 advanced sharply over the Febru- 
ary total, according to the index com- 
piled by the National Electrical Manu- 
facturers Association. The index moved 
upward to 398 from 351, an increase of 
13%. 

In March 1947, the index stood at 
105, this year’s figure representing a 
decrease of 2%. 


GE Divisions to Move 


Headquarters for the lighting and 
rectifier divisions of the General Elec- 
tric Co will move to Lynn, Mass., from 
its present home in Schenectady in 
August, Dr A. F. Dickerson, divisions 
manager, has announced. The transfer 
will consolidate the sales and illuminat- 
ing laboratory organizations of the divi- 
sions with the engineering and manu- 
facturing groups which are at Lynn. 


Wyndale Mfg Expands 


Announcement has been made by the 
Wyndale Manufacturing Corp, Indian- 
apolis, Ind, of the enlargement of its 
metal spinning department in order to 
serve an increasing number of custom- 
ers for their requirements of spun 
metal parts. 











EE! Announces Specs 
for Steel Insulator Pins 


A new Edison Electric Institute speci- 
fication, TD-17, Bolt Type Steel Insula- 


tor Pins with l-in. Diameter Lead 
Threads, has been announced. This 
specification reduces materially the 


number of 1-in. steel insulator pins that 
are now provided. 

Two general types are included, long 
shank pins for wood crossarms and 
short shank pins for steel crossarms. 
Suitable lengths and diameters of each 
type for ordinary overhead line con- 
struction are included. 

The pins for wood crossarms are pro- 
vided with an optional saddle so that 
they are suitahle for either roofed or 
flat crossarms. 

The specification includes require- 
ments on strengths, testing, materials, 
and inspection. For the inspection of 
the threads, a standard gauge has been 
adopted. The design of this gauge is 
such that the thread diameters, tapers, 
and contours can be accurately checked. 
This gauge is suitable for l-in. lead or 
l-in. wood pins, having removable con- 
tour gauges. 

Provision for the manufacture of this 
gauge has been arranged. Information 
about the gauge and copies of the spec- 
ifications may be secured from the Edi- 
son Electric Institute, 420 


Ave, New York 17, N. Y. 


Lexington 


Line Material Adopts New 
Repair Service Policy 


Line Material Co has recently signed 
contracts with two major transformer 
repair shops and is now negotiating 
with several others for the authorized 
field repair of the transformers manu- 
factured by the company. 

The first two authorized service shops 
are the Daley Electric Co, Phoenix, 
Ariz, and the Interstate Electric Co, 
Fort Smith, Ark. These companies are 
equipped to service all types of dis- 
tribution transformers and small power 
transformers. 

Service contracts provide the author- 
ized repair shops with all engineering 
and manufacturing information neces- 
sary as well as periodic factory engi- 
neering inspection to insure an overall 
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high quality level of repair service. 

Line Material operates a major trans- 
former repair shop at its Birmingham 
plant in addition to the authorized con- 
tract repair shops. Additional qualified 
repair shops will be added to the list 
of authorized service shops in the near 
future. 


Noma Electric Purchases 
Stangard Dickerson Corp 


Noma Electric Corp has acquired the 
assets of the Stangard Dickerson Corp, 
Newark, N. J., manufacturers of refrig- 
eration equipment, for approximately 
$810,000. 

The purchase, Henri Sadacca, Noma 
president, said was an important step in 
Noma’s expansion and diversification 
into the refrigeration field. It will sup- 
plement production of Refrigeration 
Corp of America, a Noma subsidiary. 


Manufacturers Make 
New Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Standard Transformer Co, Warren, Ohio, 
has appointed W. J. O’Brien, 1611 Exchange 
Bldg, Memphis, Tenn., as its representative 
for the state of Tennessee. Mr O’Brien 
has been operating consultant for Ebasco 
Services, Inc, New York, and prior to that 
time was president of the Memphis Power 
& Light Co. 


Chicago Electric Manufacturing Co, 
has appointed James M. Anderson mid- 
western sales representative with head- 
quarters in St. Louis. His territory covers 
Arkansas, Kentucky, southern Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Iowa and the eastern half 
of Missouri. 


Allen-Bradley Co, Milwaukee, has ap- 
pointed Robert L. Hanson as manager of 
the Pittsburgh, Pa., office with headquar- 
ters in the Bessemer Bldg. In cooperation 
with A. F. Landergott, assistant district 
manager, Mr Hanson will cover the Pitts- 
burgh industrial area. 


Cornell-Dubilier Electric Corp, South 
Plainfield, N. J., has appointed J. J. Cos- 
tello Co, 131 Clarendon St, Boston, to 
represent its power factor division in the 
six New England states. 


Silicone Plant Completed 


General Electric Co has completed 
a multi-million dollar chemical plant for 
the manufacture of silicone materials at 
Waterford, N. Y. The plant consists of 
six buildings and a chemical tank farm 
located on a 15-acre plot. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION 





A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


Arkansas — Arkansas Valley Co-oper- 
ative Corp., Ozark, 440 mi. rural distr. 
lines, completing previously approved con- 
struction, Johnson Co. $1,010,000. 

Colorado — Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1A, Denver Federal Center, 
Denver, Colo., furnishing, del. f.o.b. cars 
shipping point or f.o.b. cars Granby, 1 
miscellaneous power, lighting, direct-cur- 
rent, and heating and ventilating switch- 
board cubicle, and separate thermostats 
and control switches for Granby Pumping 
Plant, Colorado-Big Thompson Proj., Spec. 
2313. Plans deposit $1. Walker R. Young, 
ch. engr. 

Fla., Gainesville — Seminole Electric 
Co-operative, Greenville, master generat- 
ing plant, generating offices, $8,000,000. 

Fla., Jacksonville — City, furnishing, 
shop and field fabricating del. and erecting 
all pipe, fittings and accessories for Power 
Plant 2. Plans deposit $5. Reynolds Smith 
& Hills, 227 Park St., engrs. 

Illinois — Eastern Illinois Power Co-op- 
erative, Paxton, 263 mi. rural distr. lines, 
sys. imprvs., headquarters facilities, Iro- 
quois Co. $783,000. 

Missouri — Howell-Oregon Electric Co- 
operative, West Plains, addnl. rural distr. 
lines, and sys. imprvs., extens., Howell, 
Oregon, Douglas, Shannon and Texas 
Counties. $1,000,000. 

Missouri — Osage Valley Electric Co- 
operative Assoc., J. F. Lauderback, mgr., 
Butler, rural distr. lines, sys. imprvs., ex- 
tens., Bates, Cass and Vernon Counties. 
$1,170,000. 

Nebraska — Madison County Rural 
Power Dist., Battle Creek, rural distr. 
lines, Madison Co. and vicinity. $1,120,000. 
H. S. Nixon Eng. Co., W. O. W. Bidg., 
Omaha, consult. engr. 

N. C., Raleigh — At office of Col. J. W. 
Harrelson, chancellor, State College of 
A. & E., J. G. Vann, Asst. Controller, 


power plant equip. Plans deposit $20. 
Pierson & Whitman, Security Bank Bldg., 
engrs. 

North Dakota and Montana — Bureau 


Reclamation, Dpt. Interior, Building 1-A, 
Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colo., fur- 
nishing, del. f.o.b. cars shipping point or 
f.o.b. cars Williston, N. D., outdoor distr. 
transformer with 120 volt reduced capacity 
mid-tap in one 240 volt section of one 
phase for Williston sub-station, Fort Peck 
Proj., Mont. Spec. 309. 

North Dakota — Sodak Rural Electric 
Co-operative, Inc., Grand Forks, 631 mi. 
rural distr. lines and headquarters facil- 
ities, Grand Forks Co. $1,080,000. 

Oregon-California — Bureau Reclama- 
tion, Dpt. Interior, Bldg. 1A, Denver Fed- 
eral Center, Denver, Colo., furnishing, del. 
f.o.b. cars shipping point or f.o.b. cars Tule 
Lake, two 2,300 v. motor power supply, 
control, and field control, indoor switch- 
gear cubicles, each cubicle for control of 
7,700 hp. 2,300 volt 3 phase, 60 cycle syn- 
chronous motor with direct connected ex- 
citer for Units 4 and 5, Pumping Plant D, 
Modoc Unit, Tule Lake Division, Klamath 
Proj., Oregon-California, Spec. 2312. Plans 
deposit $1.25. Walker R. Young, ch. engr. 

Oregon — Eastern Oregon Electric Co- 
operative, Inc., U. S. Natl. Bank Blidgz., 
Pendleton, 118 mi. 7.2/12/5 power distr. 
line, Umatilla Co. Plans deposit $25. Rob- 
ert Welty, Box 282, The Dalles, engr. 

Texas — Limestone County Electric Co- 
operative Mart, 499 mi. rural distr. lines, 
Limestone Co. $650,000. 

Washington — Bonneville Power Ad- 
min., P. O. Box 3537, Portland, Ore., 15.5 
mi. Wenatchee River-Berne sect. of Foster 
Creek-Snohomish transmission line, incl. 
clearing 125 ft. right-of-way, Chelan Co. 
Plans deposit $10. 

Wyoming — Rural Electric Co., Pine 
Bluff, 575 mi. rural distr. line, sys. imprvs. 
Laramie Co. $940,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Calif., San Francisco — Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co., 245 Market St., sub-station, 
Bell Ave. and Rio Linda Blvd. Owner 
builds. $932,000. 

Florida — Clay Electric Co-operative, 
Keystone Heights, rural distr. lines in 
Clay, Bradford and adjoining counties, to 
serve 1800 customers, own forces. Approx. 
$500,000. A. G. London, Keystone Heights, 
engr. mer. 

Georgia — Altamaha Electric Member- 
ship Corp., Lyons, 226.78 mi. rural distr. 
lines, from Keadle Bros., Camilla, $275,- 
404. 

Mass., New Bedford — New Bedford 
Gas & Light Co., 693 Purchase St., install- 
ing electric underground cables, to Utility 
Service Co., 420 Lexington Ave., New York, 
N. Y., 80 x 80 ft. rein.-con., steel substa- 
tion, and trenching for cables, to Theo. 
Loranger & Sons, 404 Nash Rd. Est. $300,- 
000. 

Minnesota — Roseau Electric Co-oper- 
ative, Roseau, 266 mi. rural distr. lines, 
Roseau Co., to Hallett Constr. Co., Crosby. 
$308,657. Bids 6/1. 

Washington — Bonneville Power Ad- 
min., 1300 N. E. Union St., Portland, Ore., 
June 22, 7 mi. Columbia River-Entiat 
River sect. of Foster Creek-Snohomish 230 
kv transmission line, No. 4257, from Smith 
Bros., 3801 Fourth Plain Rd., Vancouver. 
$215,577. 


INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL & 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Proposed Construction 


Calif., San Francisco — City of San 
Francisco, Co. Dpt. P. Wks., City Hall, 
convention center bldg. $15,000,000. 

N. Y., Brooklyn — New York City Hous- 
ing Auth., 122 E. 42 St., New York, Zone 
17, Nostrand Houses, 1,152 family dwell- 
ing units, on site bounded by Avenue V, 
Bragg St., Ave. X. and Batchelder St. 
$11,520,000. 

Pa., Pittsburgh — University of Pitts- 
burgh, Forbes St., preliminary studies 
completed by Trautwein & Howard, 1411 
Walnut St., Phila., science bldg. $3,700,- 
000; student center, approx. $500,000; 
clinic ward laboratory bldg., $3,050,000; 
gymnasium, $3,250,000; medical bldg., $3,- 
200,000; library, $2,500,000; field house, 
$300,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


N. Y., Brooklyn — Watchtower Bible & 
Tract Society, Inc., 128-136 Columbia 
Heights, dormitory, to Skinner, Cook 
Babcock, Inc., 60 E. 42 St., N. Y., Zone 
17, steel, to Capitol Steel Corp. of New 
York, 15 Park Row, N. Y., Zone 7. Est. 
$2,000,000. Alexander D. Crosett & As- 
soc., 27 Williams St., New York, archts. 

Pa., Phila. — Dpt. Health, City Hall 
Annex, neurological unit at Phila. General 
Hospital, to McCloskey & Co., 1620 W. 
Thompson St. $4,180,000. i" 

Tenn., Chattanooga — City, June_22, 
imprv. Lovell Field, from Harrison Con- 
str. Co., Maryville. $1,416,639. si 

Tenn., Oak Ridge — U. S. Atomic En- 
ergy Comn., P. O. Box 365, June 24, school, 
from John A. Johnson & Sons, 268 51 5t 
Brooklyn, N. Y. $969,791. Skidmore, Ow- 
ings & Merrill, 5 E. 57 St., New York 22, 
N. Y., archts. 

Tex., Houston — Southern Acid & 
Chemical Co., 7621 Wallisville Rd., 4de- 
sign and construction chemical plant to 
Leonard Constr. Co., 3700 S. Wabash Ave, 
Chicago, lll. $5,000,000. 
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Wagner Heads Better Light 
Better Sight Bureau 


Ralph P. Wagner, commercial man- 
ager of the New York Power & Light 
Corp, Albany, N. Y., has been ap- 
pointed chairman of the Better Light 
Better Sight Bureau, and will serve in 
this capacity for the next two years. Mr 
Wagner succeeds Harry Restofski, sales 





R. P. WAGNER 


promotion manager of the West Penn 
Power Co, Pittsburgh, Pa., who recently 
assumed the duties of Commercial Divi- 
sion @hairman, EEI. 

Mr Wagner will supervise all activi- 
ties of the Bureau, which is now plan- 
ning to supplement the educational 
materials it supplies as part of the in- 
dustry-wide Planned Lighting Program, 
and to expand its present program of 
supplying information on light and 
sight to teachers in grade schools. 

Long known for his active interest in 
lighting promotion, he has helped to 
bring lighting standards in his com- 
pany’s area to a high level. During his 
recently completed term as EEI Com- 
mercial Division Chairman, the Insti- 
tute. with the Better Light Better Sight 
Bureau, prepared the Planned Lighting 
Program, for use by utilities in promot- 
ing modern lighting installations, which 
has proved an outstanding success in 
those areas in which it has been used. 
Mr Wagner was previously chairman of 
the working committee which produced 
the films, manuals and other materials 
of the EEI Sales Training Course. 

After service in World War I, Mr 


Wagner joined the Cities Service Co, 
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and held several engineering and op- 
erating positions with this organiza- 
tion. He became associated with the 
New York Power & Light Corp. in 
1929, and became commercial manager 
of the company in 1930. 


M. G. Sues New President 
of Pacific Coast Group 


(See Front Cover) 


M. G. Sues, president of Sues, Young 
& Brown, Inc, Los Angeles, has been 
elected president of the Pacific Coast 
Electrical Association. For a number 
of years Mr Sues has been prominently 
identified with the appliance and radio 
helds on the Pacific Coast. 

A native of San Francisco, Mr Sues 
started in the radio field in that city 
in 1921, at which time he joined the 
organization of the H. Earl Wright Co 
as a radio salesman. Subsequently he 
served as sales manager for the John 
G. Rapp Co, distributors for Kolster 
Radio. He then was appointed sales 
manager for the Leo J. Meyberg Co. 
occupying that position from 1929 until 
1934 when he was made vice-president 
in charge of the Los Angeles division 
of the company. 

In 1944 Mr Sues and Ed Young, who 
also has an extensive background in 
the appliance and radio field, formed a 
company with Clarence Brown, well 
known motion picture producer and 
director, to handle the southern Cali- 
fornia distribution of Zenith Radio, 
Coolerator refrigerators, Speed Queen 
washers, Thermadore electric ranges, 
Regina, Proctor and many other appli- 
ance lines. In 1947 
panded its operation 
fornia to assume the 
the 
records, 


the company ex- 
in northern Cali- 
responsibility for 
of MGM 


cleaner, 


state-wide distribution 
the Lewyt vacuum 
Coolerator and Proctor. 

Mr Sues is a past-president of the 
Electric Club of Los Angeles and has 
served as a director of PCEA for several 
years. 


> H. Epmunp MACcHOLD, vice-president 
of the Niagara Hudson Power Corp, has 
received an honorary degree of doctor 
of science from Clarkson Institute of 


Technology, Potsdam, N. Y. 





Culley Elected President 
Southern Indiana Utility 


F. B. Culley has been elected presi- 
dent of the Southern Indiana Gas & 
Electric Co, Evansville, succeeding 
J. A. Brown of New York. Mr Brown 
has retired from active participation 
in company affairs, but retains a seat on 
the board. Mr Culley has been executive 
vice-president of the company since he 
became associated with it in 1934. He 
went to Evansville at that time from 
the Georgia Power Co, where he served 
in the capacity of division manager at 
Augusta. 





F. B. CULLEY 


Mr Culley is a past-president and 
board member of the Indiana Electric 
Association and Indiana Gas Associa- 
tion, Evansville Chamber of Commerce 
and Evansville Committee for Com- 
munity Development. In 1936, he re- 
ceived the Rotary Club Civic Award in 
recognition of his outstanding service 
to the community. He is a member of 
the board of directors of the Common- 
wealth & Southern Corp of Delaware 
and the Commonwealth & Southern 
Corp of New York. 

Mr Brown has been associated with 
the company for many years, first as a 
consulting gas engineer, later as board 
member and president. He maintained 
his office in New York and acted as a 
liaison officer between Southern Indiana 
Gas & Electric and its service company, 
Commonwealth & Southern of New 
York. 

C. E. Oswald, secretary of the com- 
pany, was also elected to the additional 
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office of vice-president. He has been 
identified with the company for many 
years. 


J. N. Landis Joins Staff 
of Bechtel Corporation 
J. N. Landis, who has been the 
assistant mechanical engineer with the 
Consolidated Edison Co of New York 


for a number of years, has resigned 





J. N. LANDIS 


to join the Bechtel Corp in San Fran- 
cisco, where he will be in charge of 
the steam plant engineering and design 
work for that company’s expanding 
power work. The Bechtel Corp is one 
of the leading Western engineering 
and construction firms, with major 
projects throughout the United States 
and overseas, and in addition to the 
power field, is active in refinery, chem- 
ical plant, industrial plant and pipeline 
work. 

Joining the Brooklyn Fdison Co in 
1923, Mr Landis held various positions 
in the mechanical engineering depart- 
ment before his appointment as me- 
chanical engineer in 1932. After 
Brooklyn Edison was merged into the 
Consolidated Edison Co of New York 
he served as assistant mechanical engi- 
neer of that company from 1938 until 
his resignation. 


> L. M. Rosertson, assistant superin- 
tendent of hydro production and trans- 
mission, Public Service Co of Colorado, 
is the new president of the Colorado 
Society of Engineers. Mr Robertson is 
also vice-president of the Colorado Engi- 
neering Council. 


PN. O. Ross has been appointed 
manager of the St. Lawrence Power Co, 
Ltd, Cornwall, Ontario, succeeding 


Ear. P. Coventry, resigned. 
£ 


28 





D. C. HAWLEY, new superintendent of the 
underground s,stem, Kansas City Power & 
Light Co. He succeeds T. G. Hieronymus, 
who has entered a new field of activity 


Underwriters’ Labs Elects 
C. R. Welborn President 


Curtis R. Welborn, executive vice- 
president of Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
Inc, Chicago, since 1947, has been 





C. R. WELBORN 


elected president to succeed Alvah 
Small, who has been elected vice-chair- 
man. Mr Small had been president 
since 1935. 

Mr Welborn joined the Laboratories’ 
staff in Chicago in 1920 as assistant 
engineer of the gases and oils depart- 
ment. In 1924 he was appointed su- 
perintendent of label service; in 1935 
was elected secretary, the position he 
held until his appointment as executive 
vice-president last year. 

Mr Small received his early experi- 
ence as an inspector for the New York 
Fire Insurance Exchange. He joined 
the Laboratories’ staff in 1906, and in 
1910 was placed in charge of the fac- 
tory inspection work. He became vice- 
president in 1916 and in 1935 was 
elected president. 

For 23 years Mr Small has been 
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chairman of the electrical committee 
of the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, and in this capacity had charge 
of the compilation, amendment, revision 
and publishing of the Nationa! Elec- 
trical Code. 


OBITUARY 


> C. WaLTeR CoApMAN, general mana- 
ger and vice-president of Victor Insula- 
tors, Inc, Victor, N. Y., died on June 3 
at his home in Rochester, N. Y. Prior 
to 1941, when he became identified with 
the Victor organization, Mr Coapman 
was business manager of the Delco Ap- 
pliance Division of General Motors. He 
was 55 years old. 


> J. FranK Murray. 69, general super- 
intendent of meters. Western Massachu- 


setts Electric Co, Springfield, died 
June 4. Born in Dorchester, Mass.. he 


was connected with the General Elec- 
tric and Boston Edison companies in 
his early career. In 1906 Mr Murray 
joined the predecessor United Electric 
Light Co, Springfield. becoming super- 
intendent in 1908. In 1928 he 
appointed to his late position. He was 
widely known in the metering field for 
his systematic methods of departmental 
administration. 


was 


> Pror Leoni K. Ramzin, leading 
boiler designer of the Soviet Union, 
died recently in Moscow. He was 61 
years old. Professor Ramzin designed 
a “uniflow” boiler which was reported 
to save between 12 and 14% in fuel. 
It is understood to be of a prior German 
design, modified to facilitate easy erec- 
tion in the field. In 1943 Professor 
Ramzin received the Order of Lenin 
and the Stalin Prize for this design. 
At that time he was chief of the 
“uniflow” boiler department of the 
Commissariat of Heavy Industry. 


> Freperick RieEBeL. Jr, formerly vice- 
president of the Air-Way Electrical Ap- 
pliance Corp, Toledo, Ohio, died sud- 
denly on June 25. He was 64 years old. 
After an association with the Toledo 
company that covered 20 years, Mr 
Riebel retired in 1938 and moved from 
that city to Miami Beach, Fla. He 
forsook retirement during the war, how- 
ever, to head the Brewster Aircraft Co. 


> Cuarces H. Moritz, retired vice-pres- 
ident of the Aluminum Co of America, 
died on June 27 in Boston. Mass, at the 
age of 72. Mr. Moritz retired in 1931 
after 13 years as vice-president of the 
Aluminum Co of America and 30 years 
with the company. 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 





Stator Coil Winder 


AN AUTOMATIC stator coil winding 
machine has been added to the list 


of winders available from Globe Tool 
& Engineering Co, 436 Davis Av, Day- 
ton 3, Ohio. A group of different size 
coils with different turn specifications, 
it is stated, may be automatically wound 
without operator attention. 

An average pole-set having 120 turns 
Index will 
sec. With a proper or- 


could he wound in 12 sec. 


require 1 to 2 


ganization a motor group of 4 pole-sets 
obtained 


may he in approximately 1 


min. 





Electric Truck 


A NEW SUSPENDED fork model Tran- 
stacker, said to weigh 17% lighter and 
cost. 5% less, has been announced by the 
\utomatic Transportation Co, 149 West 
87th St.. Chicago, Ill. An automatic tilt 
at carrying position is standard equip- 
ment. 

Capacity is 2500 lb for a 36-in. load 
or 2,000 lb for a 48-in. load. Lifting 
height of forks is 64 in. and overall 
height is 79 in. Road clearance is raised 
to 45, in. A non-skid drive tire is stand- 
ard equipment. 


Hole Digger Attachment 


A LINE TRUCK that is equipped with 
rear or front derrick can now be made 
ivailable for pole hole digging. The ad- 
litional service is afforded by the at- 
tachment of a Tel-E-lect digger, a 
product of Minnetonka Mfg Co, 9603 
Minnetonka Blvd, Minneapolis 16, 


Minn. The device operates suspended 
from the derrick and is raised and low- 


ELECTRICAL WORLD © July 10, 1948 





ered by the winch line. It is powered by 
the truck motor through a power take- 
off, shaft extending to rear of truck, 
and universal joint. 

Regardless of the truck position, the 
Tel-E-lect is said to dig a straight, clean 
hole. The digger is adjustable to 8 ft 
deep, has interchangeable augers from 
9 to 16 in. diameter, and a hand guide 
to steady the auger. A two-man crew is 
reported to be able to drill a hole in 5 
min or less in average soil. Manufac- 
turer supplies a complete kit to convert 
trucks for power digging. 


Fluorescent Magnifier 


A FLUORESCENT FIXTURE with in- 
tegral magnifier has been added to the 
products of Stocker and Yale, 48 Birch 
St, Marblehead, Mass. Illumination of 
350 ft-c floodlights the object. Details 
can be observed through the 2-power 
lens mounted in the reflector between 
twin 5-in. fluorescent lamps. 

Fixture weighs 10 oz and length is 
614 in. An adjustable chrome bracket 
is available. Choice may be made of 
!-w lamps either white (3500K) or 
daylight (6500K) for 115 v, 60 cycle 
circuit. An adaptor is available for 
115 v d-c. 





Terminal Block 


To permit both rapid disconnection 
as well as positive locking of terminal 
leads, a terminal block, known as the 


Crablok, has been announced by 
Burndy Engineering Co, Bruckner Blvd, 
New York 54, N. Y. The terminal strip 
can be furnished in several lengths and 
in either single or double-tier types. 
Space savings is claimed. 

The assembly consists of (1) molded 
terminal block with spring-loaded socket 
connectors mounted in channels. The 
connectors are available in two sizes 
to accommodate contact tips for the 
range of conductors from No. 20 
through No. 8 Awg. (2) Contact tips 
that are indented onto the wires. (3) 
Insulating cover of white plastic which 
snaps onto terminal block, and also 
provides an area of identification. 

Normally used in 220-v service, the 
Crablok can be used for 600-v service 
by insulating the contact tips with 
plastic sleeves. 





Air-powered Generator 


Tue AL-150 Arruite, an 834-lb air- 
powered generator, is a recent develop- 
ment of Ingersoll-Rand Co, 11 Broad- 
way, New York 4, N. Y. It is operated 
from an airline, consuming 10 cfm at 
90 psi; output is 150 w, at 115v. Equip- 
ment includes 3 ft of 5/16-in. hose with 
fittings, also 25 ft of cable with rubber 
plug and a socket for standard base 
bulb. 

The unit has enclosed construction 
and measures 714x5x5 in. without han- 
dle. Applications are for work at night, 
in mines, and in dark locations on con- 
struction and repair jobs. Manufacturer 
advises that if output terminals are 
shorted, light is restored the instant the 
short-circuit is removed, and that the 
cenerator is not harmed. 






ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 


UTILITY EARNINGS still show no sign of reversing 
their downward trend. For the first six months of 
1948, the industry earned about 5% less than in 1947. 
The results look even worse compared with capital 
investment, which has grown 742% in the same 
period. 


Revenues continue to run above last year and may 
show a 10% gain for 1948. However, costs have 
moved up faster. Most items bought by electric 
utilities are still heading upward. 


Third round wage increases have begun to spread 
among utility companies, with a pattern of six to 
eight percent beginning to emerge. This is some- 
what less than the pattern in manufacturing, but 
utility wages were higher to start. The hourly aver- 
age in March was $1.40, compared with $1.29 for 
all manufacturing. 


Fuel costs will be higher. The cost of the new coal 
wage settlement has been estimated at 25 to 30¢ per 
ton. Most of this will probably be passed on to utility 
customers. Productivity in the mines has risen much 
less than wages. Meanwhile fuel oil prices remain 
under pressure from frantic demand. 


Capital charges are also rising. The big expansion 
of utility facilities carries with it higher charges for 
taxes, interest, and depreciation. Bond refundings, 
which cut fixed charges in 1947, are over now. Much 
additional money will have to be raised by issuing 
junior securities which carry higher coupons. 


Net result may be that earnings for this year will 
continue 5% below last. Strong cash position may 
allow maintenance of dividends, but this is unlikely 
to stimulate investor interest in utility stocks as 
long as earnings continue down. 


Eventually utility earning power must be bolstered 
by rate increases to reflect the rise in costs. How- 
ever, long-term industrial contracts and procrastina- 
tion by rate making bodies make this relief slow. 
More aggressive action on rates seems necessary, 
if utilities are to have the earnings they need to 
attract equity capital for their current expansion. 


ELECTRICAL MANUFACTURING is also being hit 
by higher costs. Price increases have been an- 


30 


nounced on some electrical appliances and equip- 
ment. This followed rises of 8% in wages and 4% 
in freight rates. Even at the new prices, much of 
these higher costs is being absorbed and will cut 
into margins. Important question is, how much cut- 
ting margins will stand. 


Further rises are expected in materials costs. Many 
basic chemicals have been advanced. Steel prices 
will probably go up as the steel companies fall in 
line with a wage increase. Premium prices on some 
types of steel have reappeared because of the cur- 
rent tight supply. Non-ferrous metal prices so far 
are holding firm, but demand far outruns supply 
for copper, lead, zinc and aluminum. 


Wire and cable prices have been increased 5% to 
cover mounting costs. Wire makers recently granted 
an 8% wage increase. Earlier this year wire prices 
were cut, indicating easier copper supplies. ERP 
and stockpiling have now changed the copper situa- 
tion to one of scarcity. 


INTEREST RATES on utility bonds have dropped 
sharply since the beginning of the year. This reflects 
easier general money market conditions more than 
special favor for utilities. 


Two factors have affected bond yields. (1) In recent 
months the federal authorities have relaxed efforts 
to tighten credit. (2) The stock market has boomed, 
carrying bond prices up with it. 


As business activity gathers momentum, the demand 
for credit will grow stronger toward the year end. 
The Federal Reserve Board is still asking powers to 
curb lending. So the decline in interest rates is 
unlikely to go on very long. 


The present period looks like the most favorable in 
some time for utility bond issues. However, conserv- 
ative financing will require new equity capital for 
many companies. And new preferred and common 
stock issues are still hampered by the uncertain 
earnings picture. 
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